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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 

1 . Claims 31-36 are withdrawn from further consideration pursuant to 37 CFR 
1.142(b) as being drawn to a nonelected group, there being no allowable generic or 
linking claim. Election was made without traverse in Paper Dated 1/2/07. 

The requirement is made FINAL. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claims 1-30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Claims recite limitations such as "a plurality of reservoirs", "a plurality of 
connectors", "a plurality of ...indicators", "connecting select reservoirs" which are 
confusing. The claims do not clarify that the items of limitations cited above are only 
graphical representations displayed on a display not, the actual reservoirs, i.e. websites, 
or high ways. Examiner suggests using language that will clarify that the graphical 
representation is a screen shot showing a plurality of reservoirs, connectors, etc. 

Claim 1 recites the limitation "connectors" in line 5. This is confusing, is this 
same as the connecting lines 214 and 216, or is this a physical connector, such as 
between two computers with wires in between. Clarify. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

4. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

5. Claims 1-30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. 

Re claim 1-30, these claims claim a data structure, however, it appears the 
limitations of said claim are merely claiming statements defining various items, therefore 
said limitations do not appear to be defining any functional interrelations which permits 
the computer program's functionality (or data structure's functionality) to be realized. 

In view of the above, claims 1-30 are therefore directed to non-statutory subject 

matter. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

6. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

7. Claims 1-30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 



Germain et al. (6900822). 
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Re claim 1, Germain et al. discloses a graphical representation of interaction 
between reservoirs comprising: 

a plurality of reservoirs, each of the plurality reservoirs communicating with at 
least another one of the plurality of reservoirs; 

a plurality of connectors disposed between select reservoirs from the plurality of 
reservoirs to indicate communication between the select reservoirs of the plurality of 
reservoirs, each of the connectors having a prominence corresponding to a level of the 
communication between the select reservoirs; 

a plurality of net flow indicators to identify a net flow between the select 
reservoirs of the plurality of reservoirs; 

and a plurality of outflow indicators to indicate an amount of traffic between the 
select reservoirs of the plurality of reservoirs (see figure 5 annotated below for 
example). 
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Re claim 2, Germain et al. discloses a graphical representation wherein the 
plurality of reservoirs are selected from a group comprising web sites, subsections of a 
web site, directories, subdirectories, stores, airports, runways, banks, highways, and 
predefined content groups (networks being predefined content groups for example, see 
abstract). 

Re claim 3, Germain et al. discloses a graphical representation wherein the 
plurality of connectors are selected from a group comprising solid lines, dotted lines, 
and combinations thereof (see figure 5 for example). 

Re claim 4, Germain et al. discloses a graphical representation wherein the 
plurality of net flow indicators (combination of the flow lines that show what the net flows 
are) are arrows (see figure 5 for example). 



Application/Control Number: 10/645,395 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2174 

Re claim 5, Germain et al. discloses a graphical representation wherein the 
arrows are one or more of shaded and colored arrows (see figure 5 for example). 

Re claim 6, Germain et al. discloses a graphical representation wherein the 

o 

prominence is illustrated by an item selected from a group comprising thickness, color, 
shapes, and combinations thereof (see figure 5 for example). 

Re claim 7, Germain et al. discloses a graphical representation wherein the 
level of communication is determined by a total amount of traffic between corresponding 
reservoirs (see figure 5 and column 4 lines 52-60 according to the numbering in the 
middle for example). 

Re claim 8, Germain et al. discloses a graphical representation wherein each of 
the plurality of reservoirs is sized based on a total traffic handled by that reservoir (see 
figure 5 and column 6 lines 2-15 for example). 

Re claim 9, Germain et al. discloses a graphical representation wherein each of 
the plurality of reservoirs has a different color or shape to identify whether that reservoir 
is one of an importer reservoir, exporter reservoir, and neutral reservoir (arrows going 
one way, the other, and some with no arrows, see figure 5 for example). 

Re claim 10, Germain et al. discloses a graphical representation wherein each 
of the plurality of outflow indicators includes a directional indicator (arrow direction for 
example) and a value indicator (size for example), wherein the value indicator identifies 
a level of traffic in a single direction (see figure 5 for example). 

Re claim 11, Germain et al. discloses a method of generating a graphical 
representation of interaction between a plurality of reservoirs comprising: 
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determining a number of referrals to each of the plurality of reservoirs from the 
remaining plurality of reservoirs; 

determining a total traffic handled by each of the plurality of reservoirs; 
determining reservoir types and representing each of the plurality of the reservoirs 
accordingly; 

determining a relative size of each of plurality of reservoirs; connecting select 
reservoirs from the plurality of reservoirs; 

providing a plurality of net flow indicators between the select reservoirs; and 

providing a plurality of outflow indicators between the select reservoirs 
(determinations represented in figure 5 for example). 

Re claim 12, Germain et al. discloses a method wherein the reservoir types are 
selected from a group comprising importer, exporter, and neutral (see figure 5 for 
example). 

Re claim 13, Germain et al. discloses a method wherein the select reservoirs 
are connected with a plurality of connectors having a relative prominence corresponding 
to an amount of traffic between each pair of the select reservoirs (see figure 5 for 
example). 

Re claim 14, Germain et al. discloses a method wherein the relative prominence 
is illustrated by an item selected from a group comprising thickness, color, shapes, and 
combinations thereof (see figure 5 for example). 
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Re claim 15, Germain et al. discloses a method wherein the plurality of 
connectors are selected from a group comprising solid lines, dotted lines, and 
combinations thereof (see figure 5 for example). 

Re claim 16, Germain et al. discloses a method wherein the relative size of 
each of the plurality of reservoirs is determined based on the total traffic handled by that 
reservoir (see column 6 lines 2-15 for example). 

Re claim 17, Germain et al. discloses a method wherein the select reservoirs 
communicate with each other (see figure 5 for example). 

Re claim 18, Germain et al. discloses a method wherein the plurality of 
reservoirs are selected from a group comprising web sites, subsections of a web site, 
directories, subdirectories, stores, airports, runways, banks, highways, and predefined 
content groups (see abstract for example). 

Re claim 19, Germain et al. discloses a method wherein the plurality of net flow 
indicators are arrows (see figure 5 for example). 

Re claim 20, Germain et al. discloses a method wherein each of the plurality of 
outflow indicators includes a directional indicator and a value indicator, wherein the 
value indicator identifies a level of traffic in a single direction (see figure 5 for example). 

Re claim 21 , Germain et al. discloses a method of generating a graphical 
representation of interaction between reservoirs comprising: providing a plurality of 
reservoirs, each of the plurality reservoirs communicating with at least another one of 
the plurality of reservoirs; providing a plurality of connectors disposed between select 
reservoirs from the plurality of reservoirs to indicate communication between the select 
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reservoirs of the plurality of reservoirs, each of the connectors having a prominence 
corresponding to a level of the communication between the select reservoirs; providing 
a plurality of net flow indicators to identify a net flow between the select reservoirs of the 
plurality of reservoirs; and providing a plurality of outflow indicators to indicate an 
amount of traffic between the select reservoirs of the plurality of reservoirs (see figure 5 
for example). 

Re claim 22, Germain et al. discloses a method wherein the plurality of 
reservoirs are selected from a group comprising web sites, subsections of a web site, 
directories, subdirectories, stores, airports, runways, banks, highways, and predefined 
content groups (see abstract for example). 

Re claim 23, Germain et al. discloses a method wherein the plurality of 
connectors are selected from a group comprising solid lines, dotted lines, and 
combinations thereof (see figure 5 for example). 

Re claim 24, Germain et al. discloses a method wherein the plurality of net flow 
indicators are arrows (see figure 5 for example). 

Re claim 25, Germain et al. discloses a method wherein the arrows are one or 
more of shaded and colored arrows (see figure 5 for example). 

Re claim 26, Germain et al. discloses a method wherein the prominence is 
illustrated by an item selected from a group comprising thickness, color, shapes, and 
combinations thereof (see figure 5 for example). 
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Re claim 27, Germain et al. discloses a method wherein the level of 
communication is determinedly a total amount of traffic between corresponding 
reservoirs (see column 4 lines 52-60 and column 6 lines 2-15 for example). 

Re claim 28, Germain et al. discloses a method wherein each of the plurality of 
reservoirs is sized based on a total traffic handled by that reservoir (see column 4 lines 
52-60 and column 6 lines 2-1 5 for example). 

Re claim 29, Germain et al. discloses a method wherein each of the plurality of 
reservoirs has a different color or shape to identify whether that reservoir is one of an 
importer reservoir, exporter reservoir, and neutral reservoir (see figure 5 for example) 

Re claim 30, Germain et al. discloses a method wherein each of the plurality of. 
outflow indicators includes a directional indicator and a value indicator, wherein the 
value indicator identifies a level of traffic in a single direction (see figure 5 for example). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jinhee J. Lee whose telephone number is 571-272- 
1977. The examiner can normally be reached on M- F at 8:30AM-5PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kristine Kincaid can be reached on 571-272-2100 ext. 74. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Jinhee J Lee 
Primary Examiner 
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